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I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION 
A. Course Description: Participation in a large band concentrating on commercial 

music performance styles. Ensemble is concentrating on group interaction, 
listening skills, and reading music. 

 
B. End of Course Learning Outcomes: Demonstrate rehearsal skills to include 

ensemble precision, intonation, sight-reading, sound, and style; demonstrate 
applicable repertoire; demonstrate appropriate improvisational ability; and 
present performance of prepared material. 

 
C. Academic Integrity: Refer to College Catalog p.23. 

 
D. SCANS and Foundation Skills: This course will provide the following SCANS 

skills: C-1,3,4,5,6,7,9,12,13,14,15,17,18,20; and the following foundation skills: 
F-1, 2, 5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17. (Note: a complete list of SCANS 
competencies and foundation skills is located on the reverse side of the title page.) 

 
E. VERIFICATION OF WORKPLACE COMPETENCIES: successful completion 

of this course will equip the students with the skills necessary to complete the 
Capstone Experience presented at the end of the fourth semester of study for 
degree candidates. 

 
Capstone Experience: Students seeking the A.A.A. Degree or Certificate in 
Commercial Music must satisfactorily complete specific requirements 1] As a 
performer in a full-length televised public performance (music festival), and 2] 
by passing all applicable Barrier Exams. 

 
These festivals occur twice a year (once at the completion of the fall and spring 
semesters). 

 
II. SPECIFIC COURSE / INSTRUCTOR REQUIREMENTS: 
A. Textbook and Other Materials: Handouts provided by instructor. Students need to 

bring handouts to every rehearsal. Students need to keep a folder of charts, as a 
significant part of their grade. 

 
B. Attendance/Tardiness Policy. The South Plains College attendance policy is stated 

in the General Catalog. Absence and tardiness degrade the effectiveness of a 
performing ensemble, so enthusiastic attendance is required.  After 2 absences, 
each absence thereafter reduces your average by one letter grade. 4 successive 



absences (2 weeks) will give the instructor grounds to drop the student with an X 
or an F, at the instructor's discretion. Students arriving after appointed class time 
are tardy. Students not ready to rehearse by 10 minutes after the class is 
scheduled to begin are tardy. The instructor will be the final arbiter of excused 
absences. 

 
This course requires attendance of an additional 16 hours of supervised 
instruction. This may include the following: 
Outside of school performances 
Additional scheduled rehearsals 
Audio for Video tracking in CB170 
Fest week attendance (5 hours per night) 

 
C. Assignment Policy. Assignments will consist of learning and rehearsing material 

chosen by the instructor. NOTE: Class time is ensemble rehearsal time. The 
student is expected to prepare individually, outside of class. The ensemble 
instructor will help in difficult areas, as will your private lesson instructor, 

 
Students are required to keep a folder of all printed (and/or manuscript) materials 
received in ensemble class. Lesson activities related to the use of these materials 
may be a part of the course of study. 

 
D. Grading Policy/Procedure and/or methods of evaluation. 

1) Attendance 20% 
2) Folder 10% 
3) Professionalism 20% 
4) Musicianship 30% 
5) Final Performance 20% 

A daily grade based on item 1 and 2 will create an average for the student. 
 
E. “Students must represent South Plains College in an acceptable manner while 

on stage.  Therefore, to ensure quality of student representation, all ensemble 
students will be required to meet with instructor immediately prior to 
participating inany/all live performances to determine the “Performance 
Adequacy” of each student.  If instructor(s) determine that any ensemble 
student is suspected to be under the influence of any medication, drug, alcohol, 
or unknown substance that would prohibit student from representing South Plains 
College in an acceptable manner, student will not be allowed to participate in 
ensemble performance.” 

 
 

III. COURSE OUTLINE: Students will rehearse musical charts twice a week during 
normal class times. These charts will allow students the opportunity to learn and 
interpret various styles of music. Students will learn to read music, listen and 
interact with each other, and blend well with other musicians. The rehearsed 
pieces will be performed in such venues as required by the instructor. 

 
IV. ACCOMMODATIONS:  South Plains College strives to accommodate the 

individual needs of all students in order to enhance their opportunities for 
success in the context of a comprehensive community college setting. It is the 
policy of South Plains College to offer all educational and employment 



opportunities without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, gender, 
disability or age (SPC Equal Opportunity Policy--General Catalog). 
 

 
Disabilities	Statement		
Students	with	disabilities,	including	but	not	limited	to	physical,	psychiatric,	or	
learning	disabilities,	who	wish	to	request	accommodations	in	this	class	should	notify	
the	Disability	Services	Office	early	in	the	semester	so	that	the	appropriate	
arrangements	may	be	made.	In	accordance	with	federal	law,	a	student	requesting	
accommodations	must	provide	acceptable	documentation	of	his/her	disability	to	the	
Disability	Services	Office.	For	more	information,	call	or	visit	the	Disability	Services	
Office	at	Levelland	(Student	Health	&	Wellness	Office)	806-716-2577,	Reese	Center	
(Building	8)	806-716-4675,	or	Plainview	Center	(Main	Office)	806-716-4302	or	806-
296-9611.		
 

TexBook Program: This course is in the SPC TexBook program, so you do not need to 
purchase a textbook or access code for this course. 

• What is TexBook? The required textbook/digital content for this course is available 
to you in Blackboard from the first day of class. The fee for the textbook/digital 
content is the lowest price available from the publisher and bookstore and is 
included in your tuition/fee payment.  

• How do I access my TexBook? Your course material is in your Blackboard course 
from the first day of class. Access to your course material is provided either by 
RedShelf or other links inside your Blackboard course. RedShelf (and many 
publisher’s) ebook features include the ability to hear the text read aloud, highlight, 
take notes, create flash cards, see word definitions, build study guides, print select 
pages, and download up to 20% of the book for offline access.  

• Help with TexBook issues and support: check with your professor and/or contact 
https://solve.redshelf.com/hc/en-us/requests/new  

• Opting out of TexBook: Participating in TexBook is not mandatory, and you can 
choose to opt-out. However; by opting-out you will lose access to the course 
[textbook/digital content] and competitive pricing, and you will need to purchase 
the required course material on your own. If you drop the class or opt-out before the 
opt-out deadline, the TexBook charge will be automatically refunded to your SPC 
account. The opt-out deadline for Fall and Spring is the twelfth class day. The opt-
out deadline for shorter terms varies between the second and third class day. 

*Please consult with your professor before deciding to opt-out. 

If you still feel that you should purchase the course textbook/materials on your own, 
send an opt-out email to tfewell4texasbookcompany@gmail.com. Include your 
first name, last name, student ID number, and the course you are opting out of. 
Once you have been opted-out, you will receive a confirmation email. If you need 
assistance with the process, contact the SPC Bookstore: 

Email: tfewell@texasbook.com / Phone: 806-716-2399  
Email: agamble@texasbook.com / Phone: 806-716-4610  

 


