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English 2307 – Intro to Creative 
Writing 

(Fall 2020) 
Instructor: Caleb N Humphreys                      Office: Reese #313A   

Office Hours: Monday/Wednesday: 10-11, 12:15-1; Tuesday/Thursday: 12:15-1, 

Friday:(by appointment) 

EMAIL: chumphreys@southplainscollege.edu    Phone: (806) 716-2537 

*Email is the best way to contact me. 

Catalog Description 
This course provides practical experience in the techniques of 

imaginative writing and may include fiction, nonfiction, poetry, 

drama or other genres. 

Required Texts 
Lamott, Anne. Bird by Bird.  

ISBN: 978-0385480017 

 
We will also, as a class, decide on a novel and poetry book to 

read.  

Outcomes 
By the end of the course, students will: 

 Have a greater understanding of creative processes. 

 Explore the nature of creativity itself and complimentary 

processes of structuring, editing and presenting work in a 

variety of genres. 

 Learn of the principle elements of narrative.  

 Fashion vibrant, individual writing styles. 

 Grow to see themselves as writers as evidenced by a final 

Writing Portfolio.  

 

 

mailto:chumphreys@southplainscollege.edu


2 | P a g e  
 

Grading of Course Work 
Attendance/Participation     20% 

Workshop Submissions     30% 

Workshop Feedback (both verbal and written) 20% 

Final Portfolio      30% 

Grading Policies 
As this is an introduction to creative writing, I will not 

evaluate your work on the quality of your craft. Instead, your 

submissions will be evaluated based on the following criterion: 

 Originality and style  

 Effort  

 Content and completeness 

 Conventions (Does the piece adhere to the assignment, if 

applicable?) 

Writing Assignments 
There will be several different writing assignments Sometimes I 

will assign reading response questions, writing prompts or 

exercises, and/or mini-essays for you complete at home and turn 

in before class. Some creative writing prompts or exercises may 

turn into creative pieces that you submit to workshop, so take 

them seriously but feel free to experiment! 

Late Work Policy 
I do not accept late work. This class is writing intensive, but 

you should enjoy it. I will do my best not to overwhelm you with 

assignments, but coming to class unprepared is detrimental to 

yourself and to your classmates.  

Furthermore, failure to submit a workshop piece is both 

disrespectful to your peers and rather lazy. This will result 

in a reduction of a letter grade.  

Workshops  
This class is a safe environment founded on respect for 

all. Workshopping is an opportunity to form a writing community 

with your peers. It is important to remember that workshop is a 

critique craft and not a critique of any individual. I 

understand that having your pieces workshopped for the first 

time can create anxiety and I encourage you to come speak with 

me individually about any concerns you have about this important 

and incredibly rewarding part of the course. 
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We will go over workshop specific rules and guidelines before we 

hold our first workshop.  

Final Portfolio  
Your final portfolio is a compilation of your work for the 

semester and will be turned in at the beginning of class on the 

scheduled final exam date. Components: 

 All of your creative work for the semester, including free 

writing, writing prompts, workshop submissions, and even 

in-class assignments. 

 One thoroughly, meaningfully revised short story. 

 Two thoroughly, meaningfully revised poems.  

 One new story or poem inspired by one of the writing 

prompts or assignments.  

 A one-page letter of reflection.  

The portfolio should be presented in a professional, self-

respecting fashion, and not just as sheets of paper stapled 

together. You can get creative with the presentation if you want 

to, but something simple and well-organized will suffice. 

Attendance and Participation 
The successfulness of this class depends on you, your presence, 

and your voice. As with any workshop-driven course, the goal is 

to create a community of writers. Attendance is mandatory, then. 

This comes from a desire to make this class a cooperative 

learning experience and form a true community. You will be 

called upon to enter discussion, contribute your ideas, share 

your writing (both revised and informal), and otherwise join in 

class activities. Simply speaking once per class will not ensure 

a perfect participation grade—only students who consistently 

provide thoughtful and insightful critical analysis of the 

reading and their peers’ work will receive such a grade. 

Learning in this class results from being present; there are no 

make-up assignments for missed participation.  

 
That said, I understand that sometimes life gets in the way. 

Therefore, you may miss up to four (4) classes. Do NOT miss your 

scheduled workshop dates. Failure to attend class when your 

piece is being workshopped will drop the submission by a letter 

grade.  
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The student may be administratively withdrawn from the course 

when absences become excessive. Any student who misses more than 

four (4) class sessions could be dropped from the course. An 

absence is defined as failing to attend class or leaving class 

without the instructor’s approval. If you are unprepared for 

class, you may be asked to leave and will be given an absence.  

Furthermore, a student will be counted as absent for every two 

tardies.  

Academic Integrity  
The guidelines set forth in the South Plains College catalog 

will be followed. From the catalog:  

 

Cheating: Dishonesty of any kind on examinations or on written 

assignments, illegal possession of examinations, the use of 

unauthorized notes during an examination, obtaining information 

during an examination from the textbook or from the examination 

paper of another student, assisting others to cheat, alteration 

of grade records, illegal entry or unauthorized presence in an 

office are examples of cheating. Complete honesty is required 

of the student in the presentation of any and all phases of 

course work. This applies to quizzes of whatever length, as 

well as to final examinations, to daily reports and to term 

papers.  

 

Plagiarism: Offering the work of another as one’s own, without 

proper acknowledgment, is plagiarism; therefore, any student 

who fails to give credit for quotations or essentially 

identical expression of material taken from books, 

encyclopedias, magazines and other reference works, or from the 

themes, reports or other writings of fellow student, is guilty 

of plagiarism. 

Plagiarism is another word for academic dishonesty and is a 

form of theft. All of the writing and the ideas in your writing 

(e.g., journals) must be your own. Any attempt to pass off the 

work of someone else as your own will result in an F for the 

course.  

 

Failure to comply with this policy will result in a ‘0’ (no 

credit) for the assignment and can result in an “F” for the 

course if circumstances warrant. Please note that essays cannot 

be “recycled” – reusing previous essays that you have written 

is still a form of academic dishonesty. All writing in this 

class must be new and original.  
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Blackboard, Internet Access, and Word Processors  
Blackboard is the website host for our class, where you are able 

to view and access homework, view and print out class PowerPoint 

lessons, check your grades, view the syllabus, and utilize 

additional links. You will need internet access and a word 

processor to complete your homework assignments. If you do not 

have a computer or reliable internet access, you will need to 

plan time into your weekly schedule to use the SPC computer labs 

on the Levelland, Reese, or ATC campuses or find a computer with 

reliable, fast internet access and a word processor that you can 

use on a regular basis. Access our Blackboard course from the 

SPC homepage: http://www.southplainscollege.edu/ or at:  

https://southplainscollege.blackboard.com. 
 
Frequently, you will need to view PowerPoint presentations and 

Microsoft Word files. In order to fully participate in the 

course, you will need access to Microsoft Office. SPC provides 

Office 365 for free for all students. You can download the 

programs here:  

https://www.office.com 

Cell Phones and Technology 

 Please do not use your cell phones during class except in 

the event of an emergency (talk with me about it first). 

Put your phone on silent, and do NOT text message during 

class. If you are expecting an important call or emergency 

call, quietly step outside in order to avoid disturbing 

your fellow students. 

 As all of our readings will be in the electronic form, you 

may bring and use your personal laptops and tablets. 

However, if you are caught using them for anything other 

than our course, you will not be allowed this privilege.   

Classroom Etiquette 
Since you are college students, you are expected to conduct 

yourselves professionally: 

1. Be respectful. 
2. Bring all necessary materials (textbooks, notebook, 

writing utensil, etc.) to each class. 

3. Come to class prepared.  

COVID-19  
It is the policy of South Plains College for the Fall 2020 

semester that as a condition of on-campus enrollment, all 

https://southplainscollege.blackboard.com/
https://southplainscollege.blackboard.com/
https://www.office.com/
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students are required to engage in safe behaviors to avoid the 

spread of COVID-19 in the SPC community. These requirements are 

necessary because not everyone who is contagious exhibits 

symptoms of infection. Students who feel ill should follow 

University and health care provider guidelines for evaluating 

their health status, both to ensure the best health outcome for 

the student and also to limit transmission of COVID-19. However, 

even students who do not exhibit symptoms must abide by these 

face covering and social distancing rules at all times while on 

campus. The full “Return to Campus Plan, Fall 2020” may be found 

at: 

https://www.southplainscollege.edu/emergency/SPCReturnToCampusPl

ans.pdf.  

Face Masks: All students must properly wear CDC-compliant face 

coverings while in SPC buildings including in classrooms, labs, 

hallways, and restrooms. Failure to comply with this policy may 

result in dismissal from the current class session. If the 

student refuses to leave the classroom or lab after being 

dismissed, the student may be referred to the Dean of Students 

on the Levelland campus or the Dean/Director of external centers 

for Student Code of Conduct Violation.  

Accommodations: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

regulations do not require or allow the college to alter 

operating policy as an accommodation. Anyone with concerns 

regarding health and the face covering policy may contact DeEtte 

Edens, BSN, RN at (806) 716-2376 to request a reasonable 

accommodation. Reasonable accommodations may include allowing a 

person to wear a scarf, a loose face covering, or face shield 

instead of a face mask, offering appointments by telephone or 

video calls, or offering enrollment in online courses. 

Personal Hygiene: All students are encouraged to implement good 

hygiene measures such as washing hands regularly, using hand 

sanitizer, and covering coughs/sneezes. Hand sanitizing stations 

will be installed across all SPC locations. 

Social Distancing: Face coverings are not a substitute for 

social distancing. Students shall observe CDC approved 

distancing guidelines in all instructional spaces, both indoors 

and outdoors. Students should avoid congregating around 

instructional space entrances before and after class sessions. 

Students should exit the instructional space immediately after 

https://www.southplainscollege.edu/emergency/SPCReturnToCampusPlans.pdf
https://www.southplainscollege.edu/emergency/SPCReturnToCampusPlans.pdf
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the end of class to help ensure social distancing and to allow 

for those attending the next scheduled class session to enter. 

Exposure: If you believe that you have been exposed to COVID-19, 

you should remain off campus. Contact your instructor or Health 

Services, DeEtte Edens, BSN, RN. If you are tested positive, 

please contact Health Services, DeEtte Edens, BSN, RN at 

(806)716-2376 or dedens@southplainscollege.edu for quarantine 

guidance. 

Mental Health 
Any student needing individual counseling for issues such as 

depression, anxiety, adjustment to college, stress management, 

and substance abuse may visit the Health and Wellness Center to 

chat, confidentially, with licensed mental health professionals 

who provide services free of charge to current SPC students. 

Call or visit on Levelland Campus (806)716-2529 from 8:00 am – 

4:00 pm. Students wanting to set up a counseling session will 

have an option to be seen face-to-face or teleconference session 

via Doxy.me or Zoom platform. Both students and Health and 

Wellness employees will wear a mask during face-to-face 

appointments. The number of people in an office will be limited 

to allow for safe social distancing. Signs are posted on the 

front door advising students not enter if they are showing signs 

of illness. Students will be escorted to an appropriate office 

to ensure social distancing is maintained.  

Note to Students with Disabilities 
Students with disabilities, including but not limited to 

physical, psychiatric, or learning disabilities, who wish to 

request accommodations in this class should notify the 

Disability Services Office early in the semester so that the 

appropriate arrangements may be made. In accordance with federal 

law, a student requesting accommodations must provide acceptable 

documentation of his/her disability to the Disability Services 

Office. For more information, call or visit the Disability 

Services Office at Levelland Student Health & Wellness Center 

806-716-2577, Reese Center (also covers ATC) Building 8: 806-

716-4675, Plainview Center Main Office:  806-716-4302 or 806-

296-9611, or the Health and Wellness main number at 806-716-

2529.    

Diversity Statement 
In this class, I will establish and support an environment that 

values and nurtures individual and group differences and 

encourages engagement and interaction.  
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Statement of Non-Discrimination 
As your instructor, I do not discriminate on the basis of age, 

color, disability, ethnicity, gender, national origin, race, 

religion, sexual orientation or veteran status. You can find 

SPC’s Non-Discrimination Policy Statement online.  

 
 
*I reserve the right to make changes in course policy at any time. 


