
Syllabus HISTORY 1301, United States History from 1877 

Spring 2022: Hist1302.001: M-W 9:30 – 10:45PM, LIB 337  

Instructor: Scott Buchanan, Ph.D.  

Email: sbuchanan@southplainscollege.edu 

 docsb07@gmail.com  

 Office: LIB 330 

Office Hours:  

Monday: 12:15 – 12:45, 2:15 – 3:15 

Tuesday: 12:15 – 12:45, 2:15 – 3:15 

Wednesday: 2:15 – 2:45 

Thursday: 2:15 – 2:45 

Friday, 10:30 – 12:30 

If you are coming by office hours, especially on a Friday, be sure to email me in advance to make sure I do not 

have any meetings, etc. scheduled.   

Office Phone: (806) 716-2465 

 

Reading materials for this course will be provided by professor. 

 

 There are three primary objectives for the student of American history at the college level.  First is the 

acquisition of facts about American history that will give the student a degree of cultural literacy that is required 

for an individual to be considered college educated.  Second is to imbue and develop in the student a faculty for 

critical thinking when addressing political, economic, cultural or social issues and institutions.  The third 

objective is the combination of one and two.  To create opinions and discussions rooted in fact and refined by 

the student’s own logic.   

 

 This course will commence with the political and social settlements of the U.S. Civil War and 

Reconstruction eras.  We will proceed through the Gilded Age, the World Wars, the birth of the modern era, 

and the Cold War and post-Cold War eras.  The instructor will focus on the political, technological, military and 

economic facets of the material.  Religious, social and cultural history will not be ignored, but will be secondary 

themes. 

 

 Class Format:  The teaching style will consist almost universally of lecture.  The board will be used to 

spell some terms from the lecture.  Students should not hesitate to ask the instructor to define a term with which 

they are not familiar.  Recording devices are allowed.  However, any use of the lecture recording for any 

purpose other than classwork is a violation of this contract.   

   

Class Behavior:  Behavior during the class period that interferes with the learning process of other 

students, such as talking, excessive tardiness, and reading non-class materials or sleeping can result in a student 

being dropped by the instructor.  Cell phones should be turned off and put away before entering the classroom.   

Students wearing ear pieces of any kind when the instructor begins taking role will be recorded as absent. 

The cell phone policy: Cell Phone = F as the course grade. 

 

Attendance:  Attendance is expected and required.  Roll will be taken at each class meeting.  Eight 

absences can result in a student being dropped.  A student who is late may request to be counted as present at 

the end of class, failure to make a request will result in the student being counted as absent. 

 Time Management: Success in a college level course requires that the student discipline themselves 

and spend significant time learning the course material outside of lecture.   To determine the amount typically 

needed the student should take the number of credit hours of a given class and multiply by three.  Thus for 

History 1302, a three credit hour class, the student should expect to spend nine hours a week outside of class 

working with the material.  
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 Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities, including but not limited to physical, psychiatric, 

or learning disabilities, who wish to request accommodations in this class should notify the Disability Services 

Office early in the semester so that the appropriate arrangements may be made. In accordance with federal law, 

a student requesting accommodations must provide acceptable documentation of his/her disability to the 

Disability Services Office. For more information, call or visit the Disability Services Office at Levelland 

Student Health & Wellness Center 806-716-2577, Reese Center (also covers ATC) Building 8: 806-716-4675, 

Plainview Center Main Office:  806-716-4302 or 806-296-9611, or the Health and Wellness main number at 

806-716-2529.     

 Student Absence for Observation of Religious Holy Days:  A student who is absent from classes for 

the observation of a religious holy day shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an assignment 

scheduled for that day within a reasonable time after the absence if, not later than the fifteenth day after the first 

day of the semester, the student had notified the instructor of each scheduled class that the student would be 

absent for a religious holy day. 

Coursework:  

Exams and Quizzes  

Re-takes are not permitted 

Make-ups: In the course of the semester a student make makeup ONE exam that was missed and ONE reading 

quiz.  Grades on assignments that are made up cannot be dropped.  If a student schedules a make up and does 

not keep the appointment, the grade will be a zero for the assignment and cannot be dropped. 

There will be four exams over the course of the semester.  Exams one and three will each account for twenty 

points towards the final grade.  Exams two and four will account for thirty points.  The final grade tally MUST 

include exam two (Midterm).  Quizzes will account for ten points each. 

 

Ten percent of the grade may be assigned for participation and attendance. 

 

The sequence should be as follows: 

 

All the World Akin quiz (10 Points) 

Exam 1 (20 Points) 

World War I quiz (10 Points) 

Exam 2 (Midterm) (30 Points) 

Advertising & Marketing Quiz (10 Points) 

Exam 3 (20 Points) 

Orwell Quiz (20 Points) 

Exam 4 (20 Points) 

 

Due dates will be assigned during class and in the emails containing the readings, so please pay attention.  Our 

situation requires flexibility, but the expectation is that an assignment will come due every two weeks on 

average. 

 

Students are required to keep a folder with all returned materials through the course of the semester, these items 

are evidence of your progress in the class and indispensable in the event of a grade challenge.   

 

At the end of the semester, the point total from the top 100 possible points will be calculated, the remaining 50 

points will be discarded. 

 

 *GRADE INFORMATION CAN NOT BE SENT VIA EMAIL* 

 

 Blackboard: This class does NOT utilize Blackboard.  Final grades are posted on CampusConnect. 

 



 

 “Studying history, my friend, is no joke and irresponsible game.  To 
study history one must know in advance that one is attempting 
something fundamentally impossible, yet necessary and highly 
important.  To study history means submitting to chaos and 
nevertheless retaining faith in order and meaning.  It is a very serious 
taSk, young man, and poSSibly a tragic one.” 
      ---Herman Hesse, Magister Ludi 1943 
 
 

All the World Akin quiz (10 Points): Wed. Jan. 26th  

 

Exam 1 (20 Points) 

 

World War I quiz (10 Points) 

 

Exam 2 (Midterm) (30 Points) 

 

Advertising & Marketing Quiz (10 Points) 

 

Exam 3 (20 Points) 

 

Orwell Quiz (20 Points) 

 

Exam 4 (Final) (20 Points) 
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